
Fires and other accidents kill as many people as do traffic accidents, and similar proportions of these deaths may be related to alcohol abuse.
fires caused 1,800 deaths, 4,000 injuries, and $180 million in economic losses. The U.S. per capita rate of fire deaths is one of the highest in the world. Moreover, note Mosher and Mottl, alcohol is involved in many of these deaths. In one study in Maryland, 67 percent of the people aged 30-59 killed in residential fires were legally drunk.
There are many ways to reduce the risk of residential fires in the United States. According to Mosher and Mottl, manufacturers of home furnishings and cigarettes do not use a variety of fireproofing techniques that are available. For instance, for several years the Consumer Product Safety Commission sought to institute regulations requiring that cigarettes be manufactured to go out if not smoked within a few minutes. These proposals were backed by most of the major fire prevention lobbying groups. But the cigarette industry exerted enough
to ICPPD f-hpm from hpr-nmincr lawts, which are routinely made after traffic accidents, are not as commonly made after other kinds of fatal accidents.
